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• Conda Package
 a compressed tarball file (.tar.bz2) or .conda file that contains a collection of files to be installed and some metadata.

• Conda Channel
 a repository of conda packages. Conda packages are downloaded from remote channels, which are URLs to directories containing conda packages.

• Conda Environment  
 a directory that contains a specific collection of conda packages. A conda environment is a virtual environment that is completely isolated from other environments.  Each environment includes the 

sub-directories /bin, /etc, /include, /lib, /share, mimicking the Linux Filesystem Hierarchy.

• Conda Recipe
 a directory that contains at least a meta.yaml file describing the package

Conda is an open source package, dependency and environment management system. It runs on Windows, macOS and Linux and can package and distribute software for any language (Python, R, Ruby, 
C/C++…). It allows one to build a software in a clean and repeatable way. EPICS is made of many different modules that need to be compiled together. Conda makes it easy to define and track dependen-
cies between EPICS base and the different modules (and their versions). Anaconda's new compilers allow conda to build binaries that can run on any modern linux distribution (x86\_64). Not relying on 
any specific OS packages removes issues that can arise when upgrading the OS. At ESS, conda packages are built using gitlab-ci and pushed to a local channel on our Artifactory server. Using conda 
makes it easy for the users to install the EPICS modules they want, where they want (locally on a machine, in a docker container for testing…). All dependencies and requirements are handled by conda. 
Conda environments make it possible to work on different versions on the same machine without any conflict.
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• Conda Benefits  

 - Install Binary Locally

 - Build Different Variants of a Package

 - Build Portable, Cross-Distribution Linux Binaries 

 - Manage Dependencies Between EPICS Modules
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