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EPAC, the
Accelerator Conferences 

Series in Europe
1988-2008

• Caterina Biscari
• ALBA-CELLS
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The story starts in 1988
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3
1st EPAC in Roma, Italy

3

Giorgio Brianti was behind the creation of EPAC. 
CERN’s Technical Director at that time, as Günther Plass and Kurt 
Hübner wererespectively OC andSPC Chairs. Sergio Tazzari from 
INFN completed the chairmen trio.
Main sponsors of EPAC’88: INFN, ENEA, CERN, DESY, SACLAY & GSI

Decision to hold it biannualy, in alternation with PAC, and rotating around Europe

G. Plass S. Tazzari K. Hubner

G. Brianti
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EPAC 88 Poster

Tavola XLII: L' Obelisco Piegato Mentre Calava.
The Vatican Obelisk: the first monumental obelisk raised in the modern
period, the only Rome that has not fallen since Roman times. Brought to 
Rome by Caligula in 37 for the spina of the Vatican Circus . Moved by
Pope Sixtus V in 1586 using a method developed by Domenico Fontana 



Caterina Biscari, ALBA-CELLS IPAC 15EPAC -Accelerator Conferences in Europe 5

Images from the conference venue
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Images from the conference venue

It was normal to 
see people
smoking at the
registration
desk!
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EPAC 88 – Too much success

Expected 300-400 
participants
Arrived almost 700 (+ 
hundreds accompanying
persons)
Opening ceremony done 
at Aula Magna Universita
La Sapienza

Then at Hotel Parco dei
Principi, adding rooms
with video conferences
Lack of space, great
enthusiasm and 
participation

Wonderful and insufficient
dinner at Villa Tuscolana, 
on Frascati hills
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overwhelming attendance

Seem a necessity to select a conference centre 
with the necessary infrastructure

Scientific secretaries (students and young
researchers): their role was not at all clear

Enjoyable and rewarding experience the
acquaintance of the OC members and attending
the meetings, pioneering the very first EPAC
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Starting with Emilio Picasso on LEP

Giorgio Brianti’s paper on LHC (LHC was
presented one year before at PAC)
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Ending with Carlo Rubbia on
HEP Future
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Sergio Tazzari, LOC Chair

Christine Petit-Jean-Genaz
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Reports from each Conference
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1989 - EPS-IGA Group created
Between the first and the second EPAC the EPS was approached and an
Interdivisional Group on Accelerator was created.
The EPAC OC chair was the chair of the group
Later on it became the EPAC-AG group, fully involved in EPS activities
Nowadays the OC Chair mandate is three year, starting from the closing of the previous
European IPAC conference until the closing of the conference which he/she organizes. 
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Nice, France, 1990
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Start of student grant program
25 students in 1990, has been supporting students
(~ 400 in total), with constant involvement of 
European accelerator-based laboratories

The Organizing Committe chair is the chair of EPS-IAG. All
members are EPS members
The Scientific Organizing Committe is a sub-committee of 
SPC
The Local Comiittee is linked to the conference

Committe Structure with EPS-IAG
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1st Classification of papers for EPAC 
proposed

• It has been shared
with sister
conferences, and  
evolving together
with the field, with
the contribution of 
the Organizing
Committees of the
three regions
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Berlin , Germany, 1992
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London, UK, 1994
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EPS-AG Prizes
• Awarded to a physicist or engineer in the early part of 

the career, who has made a recent and original 
contribution to the field of particle accelerators.

• Evolved afterwards up to 4 prizes, awarded always in 
coincidence with the conference

The first two winners:  Hakan Danared and Igor Syratchev
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Sitges, Spain, 1996



Caterina Biscari, ALBA-CELLS IPAC 15EPAC -Accelerator Conferences in Europe 21

1st Electronic Proceeding Publication
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Stockholm, Sweden, 1998
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1st WEB Abstract Submission
through CERN

1st  time PACCC meets at EPAC
APAC – EPAC – PAC Chairs (past, present and future)
Seed of IPAC
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Vienna, Austria, 2000
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Paris, France 2002

http://7-themes.com/7031417-notre-dame-paris.html
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1st indipendent website
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Lucerne, Switzerland, 2004
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Booklet for industries on Future
Accelerator Projects PACCC

SPMS is here:
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Edinburgh, UK, 2006
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Awarding with the EPS-AG medal
Chairs and key people

Mercurius, God of velocity
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Student poster session on Sunday
started at Edinburgh
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Genova, Italy, 2008
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Naming the EPS-AG Prizes after
Accelerator Physicist

The Rolf Wideröe Prize for “outstanding work in the accelerator field without age limit” 
The Gersch Budker Prize, for “a recent significant, original contribution to the accelerator field, 
with no age limit
The Frank Sacherer Prize, for “an individual in the early part of his or her career, having made 
a recent significant, original contribution to the accelerator field,” 

The Bruno Touschek Prize will
be granted to young student
from IPAC 17 on
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Last talk of EPAC series
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Proceedings Books

1988: Two volumes
1990: Three volumes
1992: Two volumes
When reaching four volumes -> CDs
1988 through 1994 Proceedings scanned
and available on JACoW
Since 2006 : no more printed copies, only
CDs
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Evolution of participation
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Industrial exhibitions
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Student Grants
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Black and white photos
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Hard work in setting up the venues
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And during the conference
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Music

Lucerne 2004
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Sight seeing
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Official welcomes

Paris 2002
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Good food and drinks
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… but specially people
during the talks
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And during the poster sessions
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The story ends in 2008 in Genova

Cristoforo
Colombo looking
towards America

Marco Polo 
looking towards
Asia
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The evolution to IPAC
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Success stories
Communication in the world community and the industrial partners

Crowded and lively poster sessions
JACoW

Student grant program
EPS-AG creation and development

Team building
Great physics and 

Evolution to IPAC series
Year City OC Chair SPC Chair LOC Chair

1988 Roma Guenther Plass Kurt Hubner Sergio Tazzari
1990 Nice Guenther Plass Kurt Hubner Pierre Mandrillon
1992 Berlin Guenther Plass Klein Heino Henke
1994 London Michel Olivier Klein Ian Gardner
1996 Sitges Michel Olivier Steve Myers Ramon Pascual
1998 Stockholm Sergio Tazzari Steve Myers Karl-Gunnar Rensfeld
2000 Vienna Steve Myers Jean L. Laclare Meinhard Regler
2002 Paris Jean L. Laclare Lenny Rivkin Joel Le Duff
2004 Lucerne Lenny Rivkin Chris Prior Hans-Arno Synal
2006 Edinburgh Chris Prior Caterina Biscari John Thomason
2008 Genova Caterina Biscari Andrej Wolski Paolo Pierini
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EPAC thanks
Christine Petit-Jean-Genaz

EPS AG medal
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